the Dead Sea Scrolls has clearly been "the greatest manuscript discovery of all time" (Mansoor 1) . The successful findings of the eleven caves have increased the credibility of the translations found in Bibles today as well as enlightened modern readers on the writings of the different Old Testament texts (Hill & Walton 62) .
The discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls is very fascinating. In 1947
Muhammed-ad-Dhib, an Arab shepherd of the Taamireh tribe of Bedouins searching for his stray goat near the Dead Sea, stumbled upon a cave. What he found inside that
Judean cave is what has been called the greatest archeological discovery of the 20th century (VanderKam 2). He stumbled upon ten ancient jars. Three of them contained three complete ancient scrolls that were written by a Jewish community living before and during the time of Christ. It is hypothesized that this community was the Essenes (VanderKam 3). The cave where this first discovery was made is located in a cliff within a mile of an old ruin named Khirbet Qumran (Millar 4). The scrolls get their name (Qumran) from this ruin.
Soon after the discovery, the three scrolls were brought to Bethlehem, the nearest market town, and attempts were made to try to sell them. When this failed, a Syrian this find was all about. Although it may have been natural to assume that more scrolls may be found in the same vicinity as the first cave (Qumran), the scholars did not begin to look for them until after another cave had been found. However, this did not stop the Bull 3 Bedouin of the Taamireh tribe from exploring, since they knew scrolls could bring them a decent selling price. "The Bedouin, with their desert experience, discerning eyes and limitless amount of time, were more capable of catching glimpses of rocky crevices and clefts that were likely to be of interest, than the scholars who could only stay in the area for short periods due to lack of means and trying conditions" (Yadin 57) . In October of 1951 the Bedouin found another cave (referred to as Cave 2), a few miles from the first Qumran cave, with fragments of scrolls, which are referred to as Qumran 2. In March of 1952, scholars started to survey the entire cliff from north to south to try to uncover all its caves. They investigated 37 caves and found a plentitude of pottery and fragments of cloth. Also, in "Cave 3" they found "Qumran 3," the first set of scrolls discovered by archaeologists (Yadin 58) . The discoveries of that extraordinary year (1952) The Dead Sea Scrolls have been a vital step in biblical archaeology. Through the eleven cave findings, a new wealth of insight and knowledge into biblical times and language is gained. It also ensures people around the world that the Bible truly is the inspired word of God. From just fragments of these manuscripts, it is apparent that the Bible we read and depend on today is the same as it was thousands of years ago when it was written. For these reasons and more, the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls is "by far the most sensational archaeological event of our time" (Yadin 1). Hopefully, it and other future biblical findings will help to affirm the notion to unbelievers that God does exist, and we have a Savior.
